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Perhaps it’s the nobility, love, hope and peace that 
roses have embodied for more than 30 million 

years which continue to captivate the world?
 
The past tense of “rise” is “rose,” and how appropriate 
that the Queen of Flowers has risen to the highest hon-
or as the world’s most beloved flower. And, how aptly 
we have named her expressions: 'Amazing Grace', 'An-

gel Face, 'Astounding Glory', 'Ave Maria', 'Awakening', 
'Compassion', 'Emanuel', 'Friendship', 'Grace', 'Joyful-
ness', 'Love', 'New Dawn', 'Paradise', 'Peace', 'Prosper-
ity', 'Sheer Bliss', 'Smile' and 'Sweet Inspiration'. 
 
In the same way roses represent friendship, forgive-
ness, tranquility, gratitude and love, so to a rose gar-
den transports us into a perfumed world of comfort, 
poetry and promise. The panoply of bold, zingy, vibrant 
hues is but one aspect of their identity that also encom-
passes form, substance, color, beauty, size and aroma.
 
The most fascinating history of roses unquestionably be-
longs to the Gold Medal winner 'Peace'. Its Italian name is  
“Gioia” or “Joy,” while the German name is “Gloria 
Dei” or “God’s Glory.” On April 29, 1945, 'Peace' made 
its historic and ceremonious debut and reigns as the 
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world’s favorite and most 
beloved rose of all time.
 
“Smelling like a rose” — is 
how I first encounter a rose 
— first with my nose and 
then with my eyes and ears. 
In quietude and tranquility, I 
can practically hear a mag-
nificent symphony of intoxi-
cating fragrances swirling 
around me. Whether it’s 
a spicy reference to sage, 
rosemary, cloves, cinna-
mon, pepper, anise, 
nutmeg, cardamon, 
tarragon, coriander, 
cumin or the heavier, 
more bombastic in-
halations of jasmine 
and gardenia aroma 
— I am partial to the 
appealing fruited 
fragrances of apple, 
pineapple, orange, 
ginger, mango, mel-
on, grapefruit, nec-
tarine, apricot, peach, 
lemon, coconut, pear 
and raspberry. 
 
Rose fragrances share 
their scents with a vir-
tual parade of zesty 
flowers such as vio-
lets, gardenias, honey suckle, wisteria, lily of the valley, 
lilac and clover. And let’s not forget the quintessential 
rose fragrance of rose attar — the essential base of per-
fume with its damask fragrance. Ounce for ounce, it is 
more valuable than gold! 

 In the 18th Century, rose flavoring was more popular 
than vanilla. Related to the apple and the peach, the 
rose is as delicious to eat as it is to gaze upon, brim-
ming with food value as well. 
 

The rose is a rose,
And was always a rose.
But the theory now goes

That the apple’s a rose
              ~Robert Frost 
 
While lecturing on roses, I 
was often asked to name 
my favorite rose. Without 
hesitation I replied: 'Mister 
Lincoln'. This statuesque 
yet robust variety is easy to 
grow. It is rich with gigan-
tic, non-fading red, crim-
son and burgundy petals. 
'Mister Lincoln' is an ex-
hibition, hybrid tea rose 

that defines classic 
beauty — topped off 
by an intense, deli-
cious, melon-damask 
fragrance with thick 
leathery petals that 
look and feel like vel-
vet. On a still, sunny 
day you may be able 
to detect 'Mister 
Lincoln'’s enchanting 
fragrance up to nine 
feet away. This multi-
award-winning rose 
was introduced to the 
United States in 1965 
by Conrad-Pyle. For 
me, its 4- to 6-inch 
diameter, 40-petal 
bloom is simply be-
yond compare. And 

speaking of Old Abe, it is said that he had this to say: 
“We can complain because rosebushes have thorns, or 
rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.”
 
The giving of a rose speaks not just to the recipient, 
but to the presenter as well — and it never diminishes 
when shared. I love the Chinese proverb: “A bit of fra-
grance always clings to the hand that gives roses.” 
 
If it’s true that friends are the family you make, then 
make someone in your family of friends, or a friend 
to be, smile. Give a rose, any rose, perhaps “French 
Lace.” Let it speak to your heart and theirs, if ever so 
quietly, the language of love. 
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